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about me saying, "Where is Saila?" The elephant stood near
me for forty-five minutes continuing to make a noise. For a
few minutes, however, it stopped trumpeting, and I thought
about running. I thought, "It is giving me a chance to run.”
But I could not run due to fear. The elephant was still there.
However, I stood and quickly ran fowards my friend to be
safe, thinking even then that I would probably die.

When my friend saw me, he said, "Oh! We thought
that you were dead, but you are still alive.” T replied, "Yes, I
am alive." T told my friend all about the pain and suffering I
had experienced. After that, whenever I saw a black shadow
of anything, I would begin to be afraid. However, with the
passing of time, the fear gradually faded.

We should not be frightened when problems occur in
our lives. Rather, if we become wise and work carefully, we
can solve our problems. That is what T learned from this
incident.



An Encounter with an Elephant

My home is in Sankhuwashabha Panma. In the year
1982, I left Sankhuwashabha to settle in Itahari Janta
Basti. At that time, I began to work in a tax office of the
Sunsari District Committee in the place Taraharaa, along
with my friend. One evening, I was returning home from
work with my friend. On the way, I said to him, "Let's leave
work a little earlier tomorrow, okay?" Then my friend said,
"Okay."

That very evening suddenly I saw something near a
redwood tree. I yelled to my friend, "Elephant! Elephant!"
My friend asked, "Where?" I told him, "Do not turn on the
flashlight” but I was in the middle of saying it, when he im-
mediately turned on the flashlight. Then the elephant
turned and came towards us. Thus we were confronted by an
elephant!

At that time we hadn't been expecting to meet an
elephant. My friend fled, leaving me alone and crying in fear
of the elephant. Then, I passed down under the trunk of the
elephant, crawling on the ground, and wondered what T
should do now. I saw a ravine nearby. Going down into the
ravine, I thought in my mind that the elephant wouldn't be
able to do any harm to me there. I stayed in the ravine lying
flat, face down. My new cap, which I had bought that very
day, was wet and muddy. I too, was wet and muddy. But the
elephant was still standing near me.

The elephant standing near me was making such a
loud noise that it seemed it would burst my eardrums. While
I was lying in the mud, I overheard people asking my friend
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